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Creating a Street Chess Culture 
in South Florida
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CHESS IS OPEN – 
UNDER THE PALMS

WEST PALM BEACH’S POSITIVE EXAMPLE: 

C O V E R  S T O R Y

When chess and real life combine they can work wonders – 
it may start as just an idea but then with some enthusiasm and 
persistence eventually result in satisfaction and joy for the many! 
This is how West Palm Street Chess was born following an idea 
by local resident Joshua Koehler.

 By FM Alec Getz
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West Palm

Beach

LOCAL AUTHORITIES PROVIDE 

RECOGNITION AND SUPPORT
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FM Alec Getz was a 

multi-time national 

scholastic chess 

champion and member 

of the United States 

Chess Federation's 

All-American Team. He 

received the gold medal 

at the Pan-American 

Youth Championship 

and came runner-up in the US Junior 

Championship. He has all of his International 

Master norms and enjoys keeping up with 

the game. In addition to his articles on Chess.

com, he has been a published author for 

Chess Life and currently serves as Features 

Editor for American Chess Magazine.
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No place around to play live chess?

No worries, let’s create one !
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WHEN BLACK AND WHITE UNITE!
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IT TAKES TWO FOR SUCCESS
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Franklin: ‘Hey, you 

play chess? Come play 

chess with us, we’re 

having fun!’

Josh, he’s a key person 

in making this whole 

program work. And 

that’s what places 

all are about: the 

personalities, people 

and stories.
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A model for the spread of chess infrastructure in 
communities throughout the United States
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P R E S E N T E D  T O

For Creating and Supporting a Dedicated Public Park  

that Unites a Diverse Community Through the Game of Chess

West Palm Beach  
Downtown Development Authority

2023
SPECIAL  

RECOGNITION  
AWARD

DONE ON THIS  
27TH DAY  

OF APRIL 2023

Peter J. Tamburro Jr.
AWARD COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

AMERICAN CHESS MAGAZINE

Josip P. Asik
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

AMERICAN CHESS MAGAZINE

CHESS MAGAZINE
AMERICAN

W H E R E  G R E A T  M I N D S  M E E T

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N  1 8 9 7  |  R E B O R N  I N  2 0 1 6

 American Chess 

Magazine will present 

this award at a 

ceremony in West 

Palm Beach on June 

12. Senior Editor Pete 

Tamburro will make 

the presentation.
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HOW TO JOIN AND WHERE TO FIND THEM?
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